401 E. 33" st

Vancouver, WA 98683
(360) 693-5014
www.littleacornpreschool.com

“Opening doors for children through play, nurturing and respect for individual
differences”.



Jenny

Welcome to the Rainbow room at Little Acorn Preschool and Kindergarten. I am so
thrilled to be a part of your child and families preschool experience. This year is going to
be an exciting year of learning and growing and I am so looking forward to getting to
know each of you, and especially your little ones better.

My name is Jenny Robinett and I am married and have two children; Grace (9) and
Braydon (7). Idiscovered Little Acorn when I was looking for a preschool for my
daughter a few years back and was so impressed with the teachers as well as the
philosophy of learning through play.

I have a Bachelor’s degree in Recreation Administration, which we focused on children’s
programs from Washington State University, Go Cougs! Ihad worked in Parks and
Recreation programs for Children and once I graduated from College I started working
for the YMCA. While at the YMCA I was a director of Child Development Centers for
90 children with additional sites in the summer. I stayed home with my children for three
years and returned back to work when they were both attending Little Acorn. This will
be my fifth year at Little Acorn and also with my fabulous colleague Teacher Donna.

Please feel free to email (kjgbrobinett@gmail.com) me with any questions you may have
while you are at home, or during the weekend. And please don’t hesitate to stop and talk
while you are dropping off or picking up your children.

Donna

My name is Donna Hopfer. I am the assistant teacher in the Rainbow room. I am married
(we just celebrated our 28th wedding anniversary this summer) and have three children,
Luke (26), Ryan (18) and Sarah (15). I am also grandma to Jesse (7), Paris (5) and Evan

4.

I have been working here at Little Acorn Preschool for 6 % years. Before that I have
been a mostly stay-at-home mom. In my free time I enjoy baking, decorating, bargain
shopping, camping and hiking.

I have my certificate of achievement for Infants and Toddlers from Clark College.

I love working with this 2 2 and 3 2 age group. It is fun to see them grow and develop
just starting out in a school setting. It is my desire to see their first experience be a
positive one. I am excited to start the school year and get to know each child and family.
I love working with Teacher Jenny! I am sure it will be a great year in the Rainbow
Room.

You are always welcome in the Rainbow room and can be a part of any of the activities
we are doing.



Rainbow Room Schedule

This schedule is just a guide for our day and we are always making adjustments. If the
kids want to continue with group time longer we will do that, or if there is an art project
they want to do we will change things around. Flexibility is very important while
working with children and this age group specifically.

9:00-9:30

9:30-10:00

10:00-10:10

10:10-10:25

10:30-10:55

10:55-11:20

11:20-11:35

11:35-11:45

Free play
Welcome time, Children can choose an area that interests them to do an
activity. There is usually an art project on the table when they enter.

Table Time this is when we pull out a sensory item, science or cooking
project.

Clean up

Opening Circle time
Sing songs, read a story, talk about the weather, and what we are going to
do today.

Outdoor Play
If the weather is bad we will play at our indoor play area

Snack time
Potty break, wash hands, eat

Free Choice time

We have Different discovery areas in the classroom that the children can
explore. These are Science/Sensory, Math/Manipulative’s, Home
Living/Dramatic play, Blocks, Language/Library and Creative Arts. They
are free to choose their own activity.

Closing Circle Time
The conclusion of our day, sharing time and our good-bye song.



Sign in/ Sign out

The sign in/out sheet is just outside of our door. Please don’t forget to fill this out during
drop-offs and pick up. We will only allow the person that you have authorized to pick up
your child to do so. If someone other than the person, please send us a note with your
signature. We also require a photo ID from the person you will send to pick your child
up. Please let them know this in advance.

What to Wear

Just remember play clothes. This is the best outfit for your child in school. There will be
a lot of playing and running so we want them to be comfortable. There will also be some
painting, gluing and project making, so please make sure it is okay to get dirty.

The one and only exception to this is picture day. We will send home information in
advance as to the date for pictures.

Toilet Training

Your child is welcome at Little Acorn potty-trained or not. It is a part of growing up and
we are positive when assisting with toilet training in the classroom. When accidents
occur we will try to use the incident as a learning experience. We will encourage them to
keep trying and reward them with positive praise each time they succeed. If your child is
still wearing diapers or pull ups we just ask that they be disposable, as we aren’t equipped
to have cloth diapers in our classroom.

Backpacks

Please have your child bring a backpack everyday, labeled with their names to school
containing the things that they may need during the day. Extra warm clothes perhaps on
cold winter days or extra underpants or diapers in case the need to change arises.
Backpacks and coats can be hung outside the room n the close provided. For
identification purposes, don’t forget to label your child’s things. Children at this age
sometimes aren’t sure which coat or backpack is their own. Please label their backpacks
and coats!

We also have a cubby labeled for them in the bathroom where we will keep their diapers
and wipes for easy accessibility for changing purposes. Please make sure to label each
diaper and package with their name, so they don’t get mixed up. We will send a little
note home with you when your child is in need of more diapers or wipes.

Newsletters

At the beginning of every week, you will receive a newsletter to give you an overview of
the activities during the week. We now send these newsletters via email; so if you aren’t
receiving them let me know so that I can make sure I have the right address for you.
There are often important dates and deadlines in there so that you will be able to
remember as they come up.



Our Weekly lesson Plans are also posted just outside our door. So feel free to see what
your child will be engaged in every day of the week.

Please do not hesitate to stop me when you are dropping off or picking up your children
if you need to let me know something. It is good to know if your child had a rough night
sleeping or if anything else is going on that may make their day a little tougher. I can
then address your child’s needs in a more appropriate way.

Outside Play

Everyday, we will try to take your child out of the classroom for outdoor play, to run and
jump freely or simple enjoy just being outside. Even on cold days, we still may go
outdoors to play. So please make sure that your children are dressed in clothing
appropriate for the weather. Should the weather be really bad, there is a playroom where
children can release their energy. Age appropriate play structures are in the playroom for
your child’s safety.

The playground has pea gravel so please make sure your children’s shoes are comfortable
for them to play out there. Sometimes sandals get little gravel pieces stuck in them, and
children become frustrated.

Field trips

We will be going out on field trips once every other month. It is Little Acorn’s policy
that you transport your child to the site. If you may not be available for the day, you may
authorize other parents to transport your child. We will also need you to inform us
through writing as to arrangements that you have made. Field trips are planned. When
sites and dates are already confirmed, we will write you a letter pertaining to the details
of the activity.

Here is a general field trip calendar. Please know that location and dates may change, and
we will contact you with more specific information as the day gets closer.

October-Pumpkin patch (location and time TBA)

January-Bus ride (parents are not required to attend)

March — Pet Smart

May-Chevy’s

June-Field day at a park

We also have a visit from the Humane society sometime during our school year.

Cooking

Cooking will be a part of our learning activities. We will do this once a month and our
menu will depend on the lesson or them of the week. We will let you know about
specific details through writing. We would like to assure you that we would observe
precautionary measure for everybody’s safety. All Cooking activity will be simple and
age appropriate.



This year in the Rainbow classroom we will also be incorporating Chef combo and his
fantastic adventures, we can’t wait!

Art

We will use art as a way to let children express themselves. Open-ended projects or
artworks are provided to develop children’s creative thinking skills. They can paint a tree
or a fish with any color they want, or make their puppets look happy, sad or mad to show
how they feel. We will also provide crayons, molding clay and other art materials to help
your child develop his/her fine motor skills.

Parent Teacher Conference

For our class, we will have one scheduled parent/teacher conference in October. We will
also be discussing your child’s profile, our observation of your child in the classroom
setting and answer any questions that you may have about your child. I prefer that your
child actually attend the conference with you, so that they are aware of what we talked
about. Sign ups will be available for dates and times, as the conferences get closer.

In January we will also send out a progress report with a recommendation for classroom
placement for the next school year. Even with this recommendation please plan to visit
and meet the other teachers and classrooms prior to registration.

Positive Discipline

I believe in positive and gentle discipline. If disagreements and hitting arises we will use
positive redirection and model proper way of resolving disagreements in the class. We
will encourage them to verbalize their feelings and use words instead of force.

A familiar incident in the class, Sheila bit Karen because Karen took the toy that Sheila
was playing with. The teacher intervenes and comforts the child that was bitten. She
may say “Sheila, I know that you are angry because Karen took your toy but I can’t let
you bite her because biting hurts. You need to make sure and use your words and ask her
to give you the toy back, or ask her to share”. The teacher will also encourage Sheila to
apologize and comfort Karen by hugging or shaking hands.

Late Charge

We would like to encourage you to be prompt in picking up your child after class. Your
child looks forward to seeing you at the door before others have gone. They may feel
worried and anxious that you may not show up if you are not there before class ends.
You have a 5-minute grace period then a charge of $1.00 per minute you are late. Your
child will be waiting at the director’s office. You can also call us to let us know if you
are running late so that we can tell your child that you are on your way.

Parent Volunteering

LAPS&K requires all families to volunteer 2 hours per school year per enrolled
child. Volunteering may be completed in the following ways: playground clean-up,
Fundraising Pancake Breakfast, Carnival/Silent Auction or Family Fun night events
held at school. Parents may opt out of the annual volunteering commitment by



donating $100.00 per enrolled child directly to the school.

Birthdays

We realize birthdays are special family days. If you would like to bring a store
purchased snack to your child's classroom to share with classmates, please
communicate your intentions with the teacher. There may be several birthdays in a
given week or month. The teacher may ask you to bring your child’s birthday snack
on a day other than your child’s actual birthday. This will allow every child to have
their own special day within class. We recognize this is the age when many children
start to have birthday parties with friends outside of school. If you are inviting
children from school to attend then please refrain from placing invitations in
children’s boxes. Please contact children outside of school for these private
parties.

I am just a call or email away...

I would like you to know that you can get in touch with me anytime if you have questions
or concerns. You can either leave a message for me at the office or contact me directly
via email at kjgbrobinett@gmail.com.







